
Thank You, God!
Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, 
   and prosper for us the work of our hands—

O prosper the work of our hands! 
   —Psalm 90:17

We had our third and final Stewardship Sunday on 
October 29, which was also Confirmation Sunday. I think 
it’s so appropriate that these two very important events 
happened on the same Sunday! Confirmation means 
literally “to make firm.”  With our latest public professions of 
faith from our newest full members of the church, we all 
remember that we committed to serving God at Parkway 
Heights with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our 
service and our witness.

God is good! We serve with people who are inspired, committed and willing 
to give and work to advance the kingdom. Thank you, Jason Lee, for helping to 
plan our campaign. Thank you, Steve Ramp and Morgan Bevon, for your strong 
witness to what God is doing in this place. Thank you, Parkway Heights staff, for 
your valuable input and support during this time.

Most of all, thank you to each of you who took the time to prayerfully plan your 
giving for 2018 by filling out a pledge card! Your response is a great indication 
that we are ready to go wherever God leads us in the coming year!  

If you haven’t yet filled out a card, you are not too late! Please help us plan 
for next year by completing a pledge card and turning it in to the Church 
Office by Nov. 9. You can also pledge online at parkwayheights.org/giving. 

Our prayer is that God would shine through our commitments to create a 
blessing that pours out from our church into the world. May it be so.

With gratitude,
Bruce
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Upcoming Events
Nov. 2 @ 6:30 p.m. - All Souls 
   service at The Open Door 

Nov. 3-5 - Awakening youth 
   retreat

Nov. 5 - Daylight Savings Time 
   ends

Nov. 5 - All Saints Day

Nov. 5 @ noon - Boy Scouts 
   Spaghetti Lunch fundraiser

Nov. 9 @ 1:30 p.m. - Wesley 
   Manor’s Salute to Veterans

Nov. 9 @ 5:30 p.m. - Freedom 
   & Independence fundraiser 
   for Wesley Manor

Nov. 15 - Last W@P for fall

Nov. 16 @ 11:45 a.m. - Wesley 
   Club

Nov. 19 @ 9:30 a.m. - Charge 
   Conference

Nov. 19 @ 10 a.m. - Churchwide 
   Thanksgiving Brunch

Nov. 19 @ 6 p.m. - Community 
   Thanksgiving service at 
   Heritage UMC

Nov. 23-24 - Church Office 
   closed for Thanksgiving

Nov. 26 @ 1:30 p.m. - Hanging 
   of the Greens (work day)

Sensing God Worship Series
Our next worship series, Sensing God, will begin Sunday, Nov. 12. Over three 
Sundays, we’ll explore how three people in the Scriptures—Habbakuk, Esther 
and Isaiah—can teach us a lot about sensing God during times when our sight, 
hearing and touch might tell us that God is nowhere to be found.



FYI
All Saints & All Souls Day
All Saints Day will be celebrated Sunday, Nov. 5, in both worship services. On this 
day, we will specifically name church members whom we have lost in the past 
year, but if you have family members or friends you would like listed in that day’s 
bulletin, please submit their names to the Church Office by calling 601.544.7873 
or emailing brookebryan@parkwayheights.org by Wednesday, Nov. 1.

Also, the Open Door Community will hold an All Souls 
service on Thursday, Nov. 2, at 6:30 p.m. All Souls is a way 
of lifting up our friends, family and community members, 
regardless whether they died faithful or faithless, sober 
or drunken, clean or overdosed, happy or sad. As always, 
everyone in our church and in the community is invited 
and welcome to attend The Open Door Community, 
located at 2180 Oak Grove Road in Hattiesburg. 

Community
Thanksgiving Service

You’re Invited!

Sunday, Nov. 19 
6 p.m.

Heritage UMC

Our own Bruce Case will be this
year’s guest speaker. 

Hanging of the Greens (Work Day)
Sunday, Nov. 26, at 1:30 p.m.

Join the fun on Sunday, Nov. 26, at 1:30 p.m. as we get the church ready for 
the Advent season! We’ll be setting up Christmas trees, hanging wreaths and 
fluffing garlands, all while listening to fun, festive music. We need many hands 
and willing hearts to help us hang the greens. We hope you’ll join us! All ages 
are welcome. Please email Susan Eaton at susaneaton@parkwayheights.org to 
sign up to help. 

Charge Conference & 
Churchwide Thanksgiving 
Brunch 
Our annual Charge Conference 
for the entire congregation will be 
held Sunday, Nov. 19, at 9:30 a.m. 
in Founders Hall. United Methodist 
District Superintendent Rev. Cynthia 
Cross will be with us. Everyone is 
invited and encouraged to attend this 
important meeting.

Following Charge Conference, we 
will gather together in the Atrium for 
a churchwide Thanksgiving brunch 
at 10 a.m. There will be no Sunday 
School held that morning. Watch 
Sunday’s bulletin for an opportunity 
to sign up to bring a breakfast item for 
the brunch.

REMINDER:
Daylight saving time ends 

on Sunday, Nov. 5. Be sure to 
set back your clocks one hour 

before going to bed!

Prepare Him Room - An Advent Family Experience
Sunday, Dec. 3, at 5 p.m.

Parkway Heights will celebrate the beginning of the Advent season with 
a fun, family-friendly experience that will engage people of all ages. We’ll 
gather in the Sanctuary at 5 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 3, for a joy-filled time of 
worship and celebration. Our children will lead us in song, and we will light 
the first tree of the season.

From there, we’ll spend the rest of the evening 
enjoying choral ensembles, cookie decorating, 
Advent wreath making, caroling and more. 
We’ll also hang wreaths and garlands in our 
worship spaces. We want this evening to 
become an annual Christmas tradition for your 
family, so we hope you’ll join us as we joyfully 
celebrate the coming of our Savior!

Prepare Him Room

A choral ensemble performed
several songs at last year’s event.



FYI
WESLEY MANOR EVENTS

Wesley Manor Bus Fundraiser

Also on Thursday, Nov. 9, Wesley 
Manor will hold a special evening 
event at the All Ranks Club at 
Camp Shelby to raise money for 
its bus fund. This "Independence 
& Freedom" fundraiser will include 
dinner, entertainment and a silent 
auction. Tickets are $50 and can be 
purchased by calling 601.264.8847. 
For more information, contact 
Richard Topp at 601.520.7421.

Salute to Veterans

Wesley Manor Retirement 
Community will host a Salute to 
Veterans on Thursday, Nov. 9, from 
1:30 p.m. until 4 p.m. at Camp 
Shelby. Parkway Heights will take the 
church bus to this event. The bus will 
leave at 12:45 p.m. and return at 4:30 
p.m. This event is FREE and open 
to everyone! If you are interested in 
attending, please email Julie Collins 
at juliecollins@parkwayheights.org.

Upcoming Advent 
Worship Series
The season of Advent will begin this 
year on Sunday, Dec. 3. Our worship 
series for this time will be Praying 
Advent: Following the Advent Psalms to 
the Manger.

The Book of Psalms in the Bible is 
the prayer and songbook of the 
people of God, Israel. The Psalms 
are painfully honest and sometimes 
raw conversations with God. During 
December, we’ll look to this Old 
Testament book to guide us to 
the gifts we can’t afford to leave 
unopened: faith, hope and love. 
We hope you plan to join us for this 
meaningful time of year, and please 
invite a friend!

Parents’ Day Out to Benefit Youth Ministry
Our Youth Ministry will be holding a fun Parents’ Day Out event as a fundraiser 
on Saturday, Dec. 9. Parents, mark your calendars now to enjoy a day to shop (or 
relax) while your children are entertained at church! Childcare will be offered 
from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m., and all donation amounts will be accepted! Children 
will enjoy crafts, movies and games, such as 9-Square. A kid-friendly lunch will 
also be provided.

Gift wrapping will be available that day as well. The cost to have a gift wrapped 
will be $2-$10 per gift depending on the size of the package.

Our Youth Ministry is also offering Christmas 
gift storage at the church beginning Dec. 9. If 
you want to keep little eyes from peeking into 
your Christmas presents, then this is the perfect 
solution for you! For $5 per gift ($20 max), you can 
store your items (especially your oversized items) 
at the church. Please provide your own bag or tote 
box with label. Gifts will need to be picked up by 
noon on Saturday, Dec. 23.

In order for this new fundraising idea to succeed, volunteers are needed! For 
the Parents’ Day Out event, we need youth and parents of youth to serve as 
childcare workers. We need parents to donate gift wrap supplies, including tape 
and ribbons. We are also asking for donations of hot dogs, chicken nuggets, 
chips and lemonade to serve for lunch. We also would like to have crafts for the 
children to make as gifts to their parents.

If you can help in any of these ways or you would like more information, please 
contact Jennifer Hughes at jennifer_hughes@msn.com or Lyerly Christensen at 
lyerlyab@hotmail.com.

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
On World Communion Sunday, Oct. 1, the 

congregation in our 8:30 service placed 
candles to represent prayers for countries 

around the world.

Congrats, Perry Combs!
On Sunday, Nov. 19, the 
Metropolitan Chamber 
Orchestra will perform 
a symphony written 
by Parkway Heights 
member Perry Combs! 
The performance will 
be at 3 p.m. at St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Cathedral in Jackson. Perry will also be 
playing viola with the orchestra. We’re 
proud of you, Perry!

Perry Combs

Parents’
Day
Out!



FYI

Boy Scouts Fundraiser
Spaghetti Lunch

Sunday, Nov. 5, at noon
Founders Hall 

Tickets are $10, and some tickets 
will still be available on the morning 

of Nov. 5. To purchase tickets 
ahead of time, contact J.T. Tisdale 

at 662.816.6146. Proceeds from the 
dinner will benefit PHUMC Troop 93.

Marriage Heights:
The Advent Great Date Experience
Once again during Advent this year, you and your spouse 
can take part in The Great Date Experience. Our hope is 
that this will help couples have fun together, get rid of 
boredom and find time in this busy season for each other. 

How to Participate in The Great Date Experience:
• Pick up a Great Date Experience Advent calendar 

from the Atrium before Sunday, Dec. 3. 
• Each day during the Advent season (Advent begins 

Dec. 3), read the instructions for that day.
• Follow the instructions and have FUN!

It’s that simple! We hope you and your spouse enjoy this! 

Wesley Club in November
On Thursday, Nov. 16, Wesley Club will welcome Dr. Stephen Beam as our guest speaker. We look forward to hearing from 
Dr. Beam about the medical clinic at Edwards Street Fellowship Center. Julie Hall will prepare this month’s meal.

Wesley Club meets on the third Thursday of each month from 11:45 a.m. until 1 p.m. in Founders Hall. Everyone over the 
age of 55 is welcome! If you have never been contacted by a Wesley Club caller and are interested in attending, please call 
the Church Office at 601.544.7873 to make a reservation. Lunch is $7/person. If you have any other questions about Wesley 
Club, please contact President Helen Moss or staff member Julie Collins.

Women’s Ministry Spring Retreat
Save the Date!
Hey, ladies! Go ahead and mark your calendar now for 
April 27-28, 2018, for our annual Women’s Ministry spring 
retreat!

Once more, we will be at the beautiful Longleaf 
Plantation in Purvis. This retreat 
is a fun weekend to get to 
know other women, relax in a 
beautiful setting, eat good food 
and grow and refresh spiritually. 
We hope you’ll join us! For more 
information, contact Susan Eaton at 
susaneaton@parkwayheights.org. 

Stephen Ministry
The Stephen Ministry logo tells a 
story—the story of a care receiver’s 
journey from brokenness toward 
wholeness through the cross 
of Jesus. It is a journey 
made possible by “Christ 
caring for people through 
people,” which is the 
Stephen Ministry motto.

Stephen Ministers provide 
high-quality, one-to-one Christian 
care to individuals facing a variety of 
crises or life challenges—people who 
are experiencing grief, divorce, cancer, 
financial difficulties, hospitalization, 

chronic illness, job loss, disabilities, 
loneliness, a spiritual crisis or other 
life struggles. Stephen Ministry 
will deepen, expand and extend 
the caregiving capacity of our 

congregation. 

We invite you to continue 
to pray for our Stephen 
Ministers by name as they 
meet weekly together with 
Stephen Ministry Leaders 

Julie Collins and Carolyn 
Karlovich. Our Stephen Ministers 
are:  Marie Curry, Debi Davenport, 
Jay Estes, Clint Gill, Gary Hess, Paige 
Kennedy, Lex Mason, Cindy Re, Bettie 
Ross, Diane Williams, Don Woodall 
and Marty Woodall.

REMINDER:
Our last W@P for the fall will 

be Wednesday, Nov. 15.



OUTREACH
Adopt-a-Family 
Opportunity 
The Woodley-
Parkway Heights 
Partnership 
provides an 
opportunity to 
adopt a family for 
Christmas. It’s the 
perfect project 
for Sunday School 
classes, small groups and families to 
assist our Woodley Elementary School 
families during the Christmas season. 
Whether it’s providing presents 
for children, food for pantries or 
contributing to the Woodley-Parkway 
Heights Partnership with a missions 
gift to the church, you can make a 
difference to a family in need.

Woodley Elementary School’s 
administration has selected several 
families in need of assistance this 
holiday season. Information with 
children’s ages and sizes will be 
provided. Gifts will need to be 
delivered to the school office for pick- 
up by parents.

If you would like to adopt a Woodley 
family, be on the lookout for an 
opportunity to sign up in Sunday’s 
bulletin. To learn more, please contact 
Wes Arrington at wesarrington@
parkwayheights.org. 

The Blessing Tree
The Fieldhouse for the Homeless is a turning point, a central source of life-
changing care for homeless men and women. It provides escape from the heat 
or cold, a place to rest and eat, access to bathrooms, laundry facilities, showers, 
job search assistance, health screenings, housing assistance, ID assistance and 
other services the homeless need to escape life on the streets. The goal of the 
Fieldhouse is to make homelessness a season of life, not a way of life.

During the month of November you will see the Blessing Tree at Parkway 
Heights. As you count your blessings during this beautiful autumn, please 
consider being a blessing to the many men and women who pass through the 
doors of the Fieldhouse. Please pick a leaf from the Blessing Tree, purchase the 
item and return it to church by Sunday, Nov. 26. Monetary contributions can be 
made by writing a check to the church with “Fieldhouse Blessing Tree” on the 
memo line, and we will purchase the items for you.

There will also be names of Fieldhouse clients and staff placed on ribbons on the 
tree for whom you can pray.

The type of items on the Blessing Tree include: bleach, 
laundry detergent, dryer sheets, Pine Sol, Lysol spray 
disinfectant, large containers of hand sanitizer, dishwashing 
liquid, toilet paper, paper towels, men’s disposable razors 
and large ziplock bags.

To learn more, contact Marty Woodall at decoloresslp@aol.
com or Wes Arrington at wesarrington@parkwayheights.org.

MEN’S MINISTRY WORK DAYS
Our Men’s Ministry held another work day for 
R³SM on Oct. 14. The next work day is Nov. 11.

The
Blessing

Tree

The children of the Young 
Adults Sunday School 
class members had a ball!

Caroline Morris 
and Jack Farris 
showed off their 
funny costumes 
at Trunk or Treat 
on Oct. 29!

Kids from the 
community enjoyed 

our annual Trunk 
or Treat at Woodley 
Elementary School.

TRUNK OR TREAT FUN



YOUTH

Confirmation Retreat
Our young people who took part 
in this year’s confirmation journey 
enjoyed a retreat over the weekend 
of October 22. Ten confirmands and 
youth and adult leaders learned a 
lot and grew together at the retreat, 

which took place at Timber Creek.
Confirmation Mentors Lyerly Christensen 
and Lindsey Lewis have fun during a skit.

Confirmands Alex Lewellyn, Anna Caro-
line Chain and Julia Farris are all smiles!

The confirmands and youth and adult leaders 
had a great time at Timber Creek.

SN@P
Emily Collins recently shared her testimony at a 
Sunday Night at Parkway gathering.

FIELDHOUSE OUTREACH
Our youth taking part in confirmation, along with 
leaders Chris Ellison and Wes Ingram, led worship 
at the Fieldhouse for the Homeless on October 15.

Fall 2017 Confirmation Journey
On Sunday, Oct. 29, we welcomed 10 young people as professing members of our church 
through confirmation. We are very proud of these confirmands, and we ask you to please 

pray for them during this important time in their lives.

Jesus grew in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and all the people.  -Luke 2:52

Confirmands in the 8:30 a.m. service were Claire 
Christensen, Julia Farris, Alex Lewellyn, Rachel 
Eaton, Jackson Lee and Phillip Buffington.

The students confirmed during the 11 a.m. service 
were Anna Caroline Chain, Liam Cochran, Davan 
Rainey and Samantha Sisemore.

The confirmands would like to thank the ladies of 
UMW for coordinating and hosting a reception 
for them on Confirmation Sunday.



A Night in Narnia: Nov. 10
This fall, our W@P children have 
entered into C.S. Lewis’ rich Christian 
allegory by engaging in a retelling of 
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.  
Now we’d like to invite you to join us 
for a movie night as we watch the 
Disney production of the movie on 
Friday, Nov. 10, at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Youth Chapel.

Please bring supper for your family 
and blankets and pillows for the 
children to lounge. You are in for 
a treat! We will have popcorn, hot 
chocolate and maybe even some 
Turkish Delight! We will start the 
movie at 6 p.m., and it runs for two 
hours and 20 minutes. It is rated PG 
(for battle sequences and frightening 
moments). We hope you will come 
and join the fun!

CHILDREN

   Children’s
      News

Parents’ Night Out 

Parents’ Night Out will be Friday, Nov. 
3, from 6 until 9:30 p.m. Please register 
your children on myParkwayHeights 
by noon on WEDNESDAY, Nov. 1. 
Please note that we have moved up 
the cutoff date, so that we can give 
nursery staff adequate notice. PLEASE 
REGISTER EARLY! Thank you!

Help Us Help Methodist Children’s Homes
As we prepare our hearts and 
homes for the season of Advent, let’s 
extend our love and generosity to 
the Methodist Children’s Homes of 
Mississippi.

This year we will be building 56 
Christmas gift boxes for babies, 
children, teens and young adults 
served by the Methodist Children’s 
Homes. You will find a display in the 
Atrium with suggested items listed on 
“Christmas ornaments” to purchase to help us fill the boxes. Please take an 
ornament or two and return the items to the collection area in the Atrium 
by Sunday, Dec. 3, when we will assemble the boxes at the “Prepare Him 
Room” event. Be sure to come!

Look for this display of the Methodist
Children’s Home logo to learn more

about the gift boxes. 

Christmas Musical
Our Children’s Choir has been busy 
on Wednesday nights preparing for 
our Christmas musical, Really, Really, 
Really Good News. The children will be 
presenting the musical at the Chil-
dren’s Christmas service at 10 a.m. on 
Sunday, Dec. 24.

Your children are not too late to join! 
We will be looking for additional par-
ticipants for this Christmas program. 
Contact Lesley Ellison at lesleyellison@
parkwayheights.org if your child is 
interested in participating or if you’d 
like to volunteer to help!

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
Our Children’s Choir sang a special

communion song during the 11 a.m. service 
on World Communion Sunday, Oct. 1.

Meet Our Children’s Intern, Merritt Price
Our Children’s Ministry welcomes Merritt Price as our new 
intern. Merritt is a former youth member; and her younger 
brother, John Milner Price, is currently in our youth group. 
Their parents are John and Cheri Price. Merritt, a sophomore 
at the University of Southern Mississippi, is a Luckyday Schol-
ar, a member of Kappa Delta sorority and a pre-social work 
major. We are exited to have her! Please help us welcome her 
to Children’s Ministry!



Mail Room
Dear Bruce and Parkway Heights,

On behalf of the USM Men’s Golf 
Team, we would like to thank you and 
your entire staff for hosting us for din-
ner the other night at Parkway. What 
a special night. As you know, these 
young men need community support 
to be successful. Thanks to Parkway 
for being there. Please pass along my 
thanks to all involved.

Jerry Weeks
Men’s Coach
USM Golf Team

Prayer Concerns
 

   Pary Brown, Ed Champney, Bob  
   Davis, Landa Ryan and Emily   
   Shepard 

Praise... 
for the birth of Robert Julian 
Wilberding, born to Casey and  

    Brett Wilberding on Oct. 2, 2017.

Sympathy To 
- Debbie Thompson on the death  

    of her mother, Betty Holmes
- Barbara Wallace on the death of  

    her brother, Dennis Mayfield
- the family of Louise Cox

Dear Parkway Heights,

Thank you for your recent sponsor-
ship of Habitat’s Kids Zone at the 
Downtown BBQ Showdown. Without 
your support, it would not have been 
possible. Habitat is proud to call you 
a friend.

Thanks,
Jonathan Smith
Hattiesburg Area Habitat for Humanity

PHUMC Finances 
September 2017 
Income ..................................................... $115,101 
Expenses ................................................ $126,703 
Net ................................................................. $(11,602) 
 
YTD Actual 
Income ................................................ $1,116,627 
Expenses .......................................... $1,119,256 
Net .................................................................... $(2,629) 
 
YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income ................ $1,200,750 
Actual Income .......................... $1,116,627 
Budget Deficit .................................... $84,123

Our mission: To invite, connect, 
equip and send people for Christ

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Bruce Case, Lead Pastor 

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Associate Pastor

David Sellers, Pastor, 
The Open Door Community

Wes Ingram, Youth & Family 

Lesley Ellison, Children & Family 

Wes Arrington, Outreach & Facilities

Sunday Gatherings
Worship: 8:30 & 11 a.m.

Fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

Wednesdays @ Parkway
Family Meal: 5:15 p.m.

Studies & Groups: 6 p.m.

The Open Door Community
2180 Oak Grove Road
Thursdays: 6:30 p.m.

Special thanks to our InMission proofreader Nova Corley

Welcome to Our Newest Members!

We were happy to 
have Bruce Case’s 
family—Jen, Tripp 
and Susannah—
officially join our 
church as mem-
bers on Oct. 22.

We welcome 
Miranda Grieder 
and David
Cochran, who 
joined on Oct. 29, 
along with their 
son, Liam, who 
was confirmed.

We also welcome 
Paul Walters and 
Emilie Lowrey and 
their daughter, 
Anna, who joined 
our church family 
on Oct. 29.  


